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Minutes of the Meeting of Slip End Parish Council held on Monday 8th June 2020. 

This was a virtual meeting held on Zoom. 
 

Present: Councillors: Mr. Paul Cooper (Chairman); Mrs. S Minnighan; Mr. T Hooker; Mrs C Beeton;  

Mr. S Patterson; Mr. P Shaw; Mrs C Brennan 
P Segal (Clerk) 

 
Ward Councillor: Cllr. K Collins (part meeting) 

 
Apologies: Cllr E Perry. 

 

Members of the public: One member of the public was present. 
 

This meeting was chaired by Cllr. Cooper. 
  

20/21/01 Declarations of Interest 

  Cllr. Hooker expressed an interest in item 6 on the Agenda and made the following statement; 
  “My declaration on my official Election Nomination said “say no to more housing development.” 

I am generally opposed to more, new house building, but I have come to this meeting with an open 
mind.” 

Cllr Hooker also informed the Chair that he would be audio recording the meeting. 
The Clerk also informed Members that he would be recording the meeting. 

 

20/21/02 Meeting Open to the Public. 
One member of the public wished to talk about item 5 on the Agenda. 

He has trees on Parish Council land next to his property in Claydown Way which are casting shadows 
over his garden in the afternoon. 

Also, he feels that the closest tree may be causing a crack in his internal wall. 

 
20/21/03 Minutes of recent meetings. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2020 were read and approved.  
The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Minnighan and seconded by Cllr. Shaw. 

To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd March 2020 

and to authorise the Chair to sign them. 
The resolution was passed unanimously.  

 
 

20/21/04 Parish Trees 
  Claydown Way Trees. 

  The Chair said he had looked at the trees with Sam Jempson, our Tree Surgeon. 

  There are five trees in total, sited from the side of the house concerned, to the rear. 
  The ones to the side of the property were trimmed last year and have re-grown. 

  The ones to the rear, are small at the moment, but will cause problems in years to come. 
Cllr Hooker has visited the property and seen the trees concerned as well as seeing the crack in the 

residents wall. 

He thought that the tree may be contributing to the crack in the wall, as it lines up with the position of 
the tree. 

If subsequently found that the crack is attributed to the location of the tree, then the Parish Council 
may be liable for the repairs. 

The ABI have produced a document stating the types of tree found in the UK and the recommended 
minimum distances they should be from a property. 

The type of tree next to this property should be no less than 11m.  

The distance of this tree has been measured at 5m 
 

He proposed considering and voting on three options; 
1. The two trees to the rear of the properties  

2. The Tree to the side of the property. He recommended removing this tree. 

3. The tree casting a shadow over the garden, although under no legal obligation, this tree should be cut 
down and would resolve this residents displeasure at having his garden in shade during summer 

months. 
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Cllr. Hooker suggested replacing the removed trees with new trees at a safer distance from the property.  

Cllr Minnighan said she was in favour of the two trees to the side of the property being removed. 
She was also in favour of one of the trees to the rear being cut back and another growing on a slant also 

being removed. 

We keep spending money cutting back these trees, so removing them would be prudent. 
Cllr Shaw said that he felt that the tree causing the shade should not be removed, as it sets a precedent. 

The Chair said we have had a quote to do the work, but depending on what is agreed, will have to re-quote 
again. 

The Chair said that we should vote on the three options for these trees; 
 

1. The tree to the side of the property within 5m. 

This was unanimously agreed to be removed. 
2. The tree to the side of the property, casting a shadow. 

Four Councillors were in favour of removal and two for trimming. 
3. The large tree to the rear. 

Four Councillors were in favour of reduction, one for removing and one for doing nothing. 

The leaning tree at the rear will be looked at by Sam Jempson and a decision made on site. 
 

The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Minnighan and seconded by Cllr. Beeton 
To approve the spend of up to £1,000 on the tree work as minuted at Claydown Way. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.  
 

  A decision to replace the trees will be made at a later date. 

 
20/21/05 Report by Ward Councillor 

  Cllr Collins said that CBC had submitted additional evidence to the Local Plan inspector. 
  We are awaiting response from the inspector regarding the next stages. 

The care village proposed in Markyate Road has now had its planning permission finalised.  

All accommodation will be for over 55s, 71 of the units will be for assisted living, with a priority  
for local residents, 50 of the units will be affordable housing. 

Cllr Perry is still on sick leave, and CBC has agreed an extension to his attendance stipulation. 
The good news is that he is on the road to recovery. 

The discretionary grant scheme has been amended to include excluded categories. 

Whipsnade zoo is due to reopen soon and residents are encouraged to visit the zoo and help their 
finances. 

 
20/21/06 Planning Matters 

  None 
 

20/21/07 Approval of 2020/21 Meeting Dates 

  The Clerk had previously circulated the 2020/21 meeting dates. 
The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Minnighan and seconded by Cllr. Shaw. 

To approve the 2020/21 Meeting Dates 
The resolution was passed unanimously. 

 

20/21/08 Approval of 2019/20 Accounts 
  The Clerk had previously circulated the 2019/20 Accounts. 

The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Minnighan and seconded by Cllr. Beeton 
To approve the 2019/20 Parish Council Accounts. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.  
 

20/21/09 Agreement of 2019/20 Accounting Statements 

  The Clerk had previously circulated the 2019/20 accounting statements. 
The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Minnighan and seconded by Cllr. Beeton 

To approve the 2019/20 Parish Council Accounting Statements and for the Chairman  
to sign them. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.  

 
20/21/10 Agreement of the 2019/20 Governance Statements 

  The Clerk read out the 2019/20 Governance Statements. 
  All the answers were “yes” and the meeting agreed that the Chairman should sign them. 

 



 3 

 

20/21/11 Agreement of Public Rights dates and Auditor Appointments 
  The Clerk said that the Public Rights dates would be between 17th August and 18th September. 

  The Internal Auditor will be Ray Foster and the External Auditor will be Mazars LLP. 

 
20/21/12 Receipt of 2020/21 Precept 

  The Clerk said that we are now in receipt of the first half Precept amount of £27,000 from CBC. 
 

20/21/13 Angus Brewer Fund 
Cllr Minnighan said she had now spoken to her contact on the committee, and the fund have not had a 

meeting yet. Both Cllr Patterson and Cllr Minnighan both have grant applications lodged with them, but 

neither have had a response. 
The Peter Edwards Hall were successful in obtaining a leisure grant from CBC and have now additionally 

obtained money from Black Shu, Case4 Trust match funding and Village Day Committee, and as a 
result, will start work on replacing the showers at the hall. 

After paying for this, they will still have residual funds. 

It is still not known when the hall will reopen again. 
 

20/21/14 Crawley Playground and Youth Shelter 
Cllr Minnighan said that despite the Playground being shut since the end of March, it was inspected by 

ROSPA. 
The report had some discrepancies, and included criticism that ride seats had bird poo on them and 

that one piece of equipment was missing. 

These have been corrected subsequently, pointing out to them that the equipment will be thoroughly  
cleaned before opening and that the equipment highlighted was supposed to be like that as it 

accommodates a wheelchair. 
   

20/21/15 Grass Cutting Tenders 

  The Grass cutting tender document was discussed. 
  Cllr. Hooker had previously circulated a draft copy of the Tender document. 

  He said that collection of grass cuttings was not mentioned on previous contacts. 
  The only changes proposed was the addition of a termination of contract clause. 

  It was felt that a 30-day notice of termination on both sides should be applied. 

  Cllr Hooker asked why we were cutting the Allotment hedge when its on Luton Hoo land. 
After a discussion, the clerk was asked to contact Luton Hoo estates to ask them if they still intend to 

re-claim the Allotment land in September as notified. 
Also, going forward, if they intend to cut the hedge themselves, or do we continue to pay for the 

cutting, and send them the bill. (P.S) 
Cllr Beeton asked why some of the verges had not been cut. 

Several junctions have become dangerous because of the high grass obstructing driver`s views when 

pulling out. 
The Clerk was asked to contact CBC to cut the splays at three junctions (P.S); 

- Junction of Front Street and A1081 
- Junction of Church Road and Newlands Road 

- Junction of Woodside Road and Luton Road. 

 
20/21/16 Community Improvement Fund 

  Fly Tipping Initiative 
  The Grove Road sign has road work spoil against it, and all other signs are up. 

Cllr. Hooker said he had seen the tipped rubbish in Woodside Road and is disappointed that CBC are not 
doing anything. 

He said that it is disheartening that there seems to be a criminal network operating to fly tip. 

Cllr Minnighan said the waste services had been overwhelmed since lockdown and the waste tips have 
been closed. 

She said that she will E-mail CBC and include Cllr. Collins, as Half Moon Lane Hyde and Woodside are 
constantly being fly tipped. 

She wants to know what CBC intend to do about it as they have the legal powers to pursue this. (S.M) 

  Planters 
  The planters at Rossway are now in and planted, and the hanging baskets are up. 

One more is needed to complete the Rossway display. A quote will be obtained before any work will 
start. 
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  Slip End Gardening Club sponsor the plant bed at Crawley Gardens and have increase the sponsorship  

to £75. 
The Chair thanked the Gardening Club for their support. 

 

20/21/17 Community Projects Group Update 
  Cllr Patterson said the GNS continues to operate through the pandemic with help from extra volunteers. 

  Five grants have been submitted so far. 
It was agreed that these requests will be submitted to the Parish Council for consideration in July and 

any additional ones in September. 
The Chair asked the CPG to submit a Budget to the Parish Council to include Grants, operating costs 

and GNS costs. (S.P) 

Cllr Hooker said he likes to see additional fund-raising efforts by applicants themselves. 
The Chair said that this will be provided at the time. 

Cllr Brennan reminded that because of the lockdown, many organisations cannot raise funds 
themselves. 

 

20/21/18 Highways and Footpaths 
  Dog Fouling 

  The Chair said that there has been an increase in dog fouling on footpaths recently. 
  Cllr Minnighan said she will put reminders on Facebook and the Parish News. 

  Litter picking is being undertaken by residents since the lockdown. 
  There is graffiti under the M1 bridge. 

  The Clerk was asked to report this to CBC (P.S) 

 
20/21/19 Accounts for Payment 

Prior to the meeting The Clerk had circulated the schedule below (Appendix A) to Members for 
approval. The payments were unanimously approved, having been proposed by Cllr. Minnighan 

and seconded by Cllr. Patterson. 

New cheques were signed by Cllr Minnighan and Cllr Cooper 
 

20/21/20 Closing Comments 
  The Chair said that he was amazed by the Community spirit during this difficult time. 

He wanted to give a special thanks to GNS for their hard work supporting the vulnerable during the 

pandemic. 
 

The meeting was then closed at 8.28 pm. 
 

  Date of next meeting – 6th July 2020 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Signed…………………………………………………..             Date…………………………………………… 

Chair 
 

 
 

  The meeting was then opened up to the public 

  One resident said there had been a spate of break ins lately. 
  If anybody spots anything suspicious they should phone 101. 

  There has also has been some reports of cannabis smoking in St.Andrews Close by groups  
of youths. 
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  Appendix A 
 
 

 Cheques for Payment 

                April 2020 

 

 

Payee    Reason   Amount Cheq Num. 

 

HMRC  PAYE and N.I Q4   £795-74 100138 

 

Iris Software Payroll Software Licence  £295-20* 100139 

 

A Prothero  Gardening March 2020  £546-65 100140 

 

A Prothero  Removing Planters, Skip   £699-00 100141 

    hire and licence 

 

Aley Green  VAT Reclaim   £397-70 100142 

Cemetery 

 

BATPC  Membership 2020/21  £417-00 100143 

 

P Segal  Clerks Salary March  £808-78 100144 

 

P Segal  Clerks Expenses March  £71-24 100145 

 

A Prothero  Install and supply posts  £252-00 100146 

    for playground signs 

 

 

*  50% contribution by Aley Green Cemetery. 
 

Cheques for Payment 

          May 2020 

 

 

Payee    Reason   Amount Cheq Num. 

 

A Prothero  Gardening April 2020  £573-99 100148 

 

Aley Green  Precept 2020/21   £1300-00 100149 

Cemetery 

 

Parish News  Grant 2020/21   £1300-00 100150 

 



 6 

New Leaf web Website + extra storage  £220-00 100151 

 

Zurich Insurance Insurance 2020/21   £796-03 100153 

 

Village Hall  Hall Hire 2020/21   £306-00 100154 

 

P Segal  Clerks Salary April 2020  £849-21 100155 

 

P Segal  Clerks Expenses April 2020 £47-50 100156 
 

Cheques for Payment 

          June 2020 

 

 

Payee    Reason   Amount Cheq Num. 

 

A Prothero  Gardening May 2020  £573-99 100640 

 

Plantscape Ltd. Hanging Baskets 2020  £2,375-40 100641 

 

Playsafety Ltd. ROSPA Inspection   £141-00 100642 

 

P Segal  Clerks Salary May 2020  £999-21 100643 

    inc. w.f.h allowance. 

 

P Segal  Clerks Expenses May 2020 £68-38 100644 
 


