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Minutes of the Meeting of Slip End Parish Council held on Monday 4th January 2021. 

This was a virtual meeting held on Zoom. 
 

Present: Councillors: Mr. Paul Cooper (Chairman); Mrs. S Minnighan; Mr. T Hooker; Mrs C Beeton;  

Mr. S Patterson; Mr. P Shaw. 
P Segal (Clerk) 

 
Ward Councillors: Cllr. K Collins (part meeting) 

 
Apologies: Cllr E Perry; Mrs C Brennan 

 

Members of the public: No members of the public were present. 
 

This meeting was chaired by Cllr. Cooper. 
  

20/21/112 Declarations of Interest 

  Cllr. Hooker expressed an interest in item 5 on the Agenda and made the following statement; 
“My declaration on my official Election Nomination said “say no to more housing development.” 

I am generally opposed to more, new house building, but I have come to this meeting with an open 
mind.” 

Cllr Hooker informed the Chair that he would be audio recording the meeting. 
The Clerk also informed Members that he would also be recording the meeting. 

 

20/21/113 Meeting Open to the Public. 
  None 

   
20/21/114 Minutes of recent meetings. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2020 were read and approved.  

The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Minnighan and seconded by Cllr. Shaw. 
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th December 2020 

and to authorise the Chair to sign them. 
The resolution was passed unanimously.  

 

20/21/115 Planning Matters 
  None 

 
20/21/116 Angus Brewer Fund 

  No updates 
 

20/21/117 Crawley Playground and youth Shelter 

  Replacement Youth Shelter bin. 
Cllr. Minnighan said that the studier bin with the fire safety insert and the Tork mounted bin were 

favoured, but Mr. Prothero did advise that this one was not up to the requirements of the youth shelter 
usage. 

After a short discussion, it was agreed to purchase the sturdier bin with the fire safety insert at a cost of 

£190.66 VAT inclusive will be the best option. 
This was unanimously agreed. 

Mr. Prothero will be asked to fit it. 
Cllr. Minnighan said that we may have to close the playground if the country goes into lockdown, and 

we are awaiting an announcement from the Government. 
 

20/21/118 Grass Cutting Contract 

Earlier, the Clerk had circulated all the submitted Tenders and back-up documentation for Members  
to consider. 

The chair said that all the Tenders seemed high, compared to our existing contractors Tender. 
The Clerk said that he had previously advised of the yearly total cost by our existing contractor as a 

comparison. 

This would have been for a different number of cuts over the year, as it was an actual yearly cost. 
Comparing Paul Gurneys  previous quotation with the new Tender, it shows a +24% increase. 

This is mainly due to extra work needed in the playground as the new mats needs the grass cutting to 
be more labour intensive than previously to avoid mat damage. 

Also, higher inflationary costs for the hedge trimming and extra Village Hall verge cuts. 
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The Clerk clarified that the Village Hall pay for the grass cutting inside the VH perimeter, i.e. the grass 

to the side of the hall and the kiddies play area. 
The Parish Council pays for the verge to the front of the Hall and the Playground. 

Cllr Hooker said he had a few questions that he wished clarifying; 

1. He agreed with the Clerk, that the increase by Paul Gurney was +24.2% when comparing quote with 
quote. 

Cllr Hooker wanted to understand what extra work he planned to justify the extra costs. 
The Clerk said that the extra work needed in the Playground was a major factor for the increase. 

When he previously quoted, it was for the old playground where a mower was used in all areas. 
The new Playground has mats that the mower should not touch in case it damages them. 

  There is now the cost of stimming in Old School Walk and extra cuts at the Village Hall. 

  When he quoted last year, he had no idea of the extra work needed at the Playground. 
  2. The extra cuts by Paul Gurney no way disadvantages the other bidders. 

He asked the Clerk if he informed all bidders of the changes to the requirements to now not clear away 
grass clippings, and the Allotment Hedge height requirements. 

The Clerk confirmed that he had informed all bidders, as well as those who showed an interest. 

The tender document was amended and sent out to all interested parties, and the amended document 
has been kept as a template for future use. 

3.  The Paul Gurney quote includes differing frequency of cut, depending on the time of year and the 
speed of growth of the grass. 

Cllr Hooker wanted to confirm that this quote is on a cut-by-cut basis, and if less cuts are required, we 
will be charged less at the end of the growing year. 

The Clerk was asked to confirm with Paul Gurney that the new Tender will continue to be on a cut-by-

cut basis. (P.S) 
4. Cllr Hooker noted that the requirement was twelve cuts per year during the summer, rather than a 

specified cutting season. 
 

Based on these questions that had been answered satisfactorily, Cllr. Hooker is happy to accept Paul 

Gurneys Tender for the Grass Cutting contract, providing the Clerk can get confirmation that it is on a 
cut-for-cut basis. 

The Chair asked the Members if they wanted to put forward another contractor for the contract and all 
felt happy with the Paul Gurney quote. 

It was unanimously agreed to accept the Tender by Richard Gurney and Son. 

Cllr. Shaw asked if there were any areas where we may consider less cuts and letting the area grow 
wild. 

We should consider some areas where we might plant wild flowers instead. 
The Chair said that alongside footpaths, wild areas may well overgrow the pavement and cause 

problems for residents. 
There are areas in the village where we may well do this at a later stage. 

 

20/21/119 Community Improvement Fund 
  Airport Parking 

The Chair said that we have no update and we will ask Cllr. Collins if he joins the meeting later.  
 

20/21/120 Highways and Footpaths 

  The Chair said there had been no update on the Woodside Speed table, due to the Christmas break. 
  Cllr. Minnighan said that the Front Street fly tipped material had been cleared. 

The new Fly tipped material on the Amazon Bend has identifying material in it and we would like to see 
the evidence contained be used for a prosecution. 

She will push for this, given so much evidence is available. 
We still hope that we may be a priority to have covert cameras installed via CBC. 

She said she hoped to do an article in the Parish News updating residents of any progress. 

Cllr. Hooker said he hopes we can prosecute in this instance, as last time a prosecution did not proceed. 
He said if residents see that people are being prosecuted, it deterrers others from doing the same. 

The Chair said that by naming the persons contained in the fly tipped material on social media, may 
well adversely affect any case against them. 

Cllr. Hooker said he felt that Hertfordshire are keen to prosecute fly tippers much more readily than 

Central Beds are. 
Cllr. Collins said that there had been plenty of evidence in the recent fly tipped material on Amazon 

Bend, but CBC may push for a fixed penalty fine rather that the full prosecution. 
This may be because no film is available of them carrying out the fly tipping. 
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In future, he recommended photographing the fly tipped I.D in situ, and then preserving evidence in a 

clear bag. 
They will then be invited to give evidence under caution. 

Cllr. Beeton said she made a complaint about the new metal fence along the front of the caravan 

storage facility. It’s also now hiding the fire hydrant. 
 

20/21/121 Parish Trees 
The Chair said that there was an E-mail circulate d saying that we can apply for a grant towards the 

cost of planting trees in the Parish. 
Cllr Hooker said he recommends taking advantage of this offer in regards of an area in Claydown Way 

where we removed trees last year. 

The minimum grant we can apply for is for five trees. All should require no maintenance and away from 
existing properties. 

We require Ward Councillors agreement before we can proceed. 
The Chair said that we couldn’t site five trees at this site without them endangering properties in the 

future. 

We may be able to site a couple there at a later date. 
We have no other areas where could site more trees. 

After a short discussion it was agreed not to proceed with this project. 
 

20/21/122 Report by Ward Councillor 
The Chair said he had written to Cllr. Collins regarding the Grove Road Flooding, Airport Parking and 

Openreach cabinet. 

Grove Road is flooding now even after moderate rain. 
Cllr Collins said the E-Mail arrived before Christmas just as the Local Plan hearings were underway, so 

he did not have time to respond. 
Also contained in the E-Mail was a request to call in the Orchard Planning Application if flagged for 

approval by the Planning Case Officer. 

Cllr Collins said he will speak with the Case Officer. 
Cllr Collins said that the Local Plan hearings went ahead in December and went well. 

There are a lot of issues with the West of Luton plans and they do not stack up as being viable. 
Cllr. Collins hopes that we may soon be able to make progress on reconfiguring the Pepperstock 

Harpers junction. 

He said that Cllr. Perry’s health continues to improve slowly but his communication ability still proves  
a challenge. 

 
20/21/123 CPG Update 

  Cllr. Patterson said that the Christmas biscuits delivery went well. 
  221 boxes were delivered. 

  It was agreed that the age requirement will stay at 65 years of age. 

Santa’s sleigh went well in December and we are awaiting the total funds raised. 
 

20/21/124 Accounts for Payment 
Prior to the meeting The Clerk had circulated the schedule below (Appendix A) to Members for 

approval. The payments were unanimously approved, having been proposed by Cllr. Minnighan 

and seconded by Cllr. Beeton 
Cheques will be signed by Cllr Minnighan and Cllr Cooper at a later date. 

 
20/21/125 Policing 

  The crime stats have only just been released. 
  There were three crimes recorded in Slip End. 

 

20/21/126 Residents Communications 
  None 

 
20/21/127 Closing comments 

  None 

 
 

  Date of next meeting – 1st February 2021 
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Signed…………………………………………………..             Date…………………………………………… 

Chair 
 

  The meeting was then opened up to the public 

  There were no comments 
   

 
 

 

 
 

 

  Appendix A 
  

                      Cheques for Payment  

             January 2021 
 

 

 

Payee    Reason   Amount Cheq Num. 

 

Mazars PPL  External Audit Fee   £720-00 100665 

 

Paul Cooper  Christmas Biscuits   £1151-59 100666 

 

A Prothero  Gardening Dec 2020  £689-99 100667 

 

P Segal  Clerks Salary Dec 2020  £849-21 100668 

 

P Segal  Clerks Expenses Dec 2020 £175-15 100669 

    Inc. Comp. Virus Protection 

 

P Segal  Data Protection Licence  £40-00 100670 

 

HMRC  PAYE and NI Q3   £912-49 100671 


