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Minutes of the Meeting of Slip End Parish Council held on Monday 7th June 2021. 
at the Village Hall, Slip End. 

 
Present: Councillors: Mr. Paul Cooper (Chairman); Mrs. S Minnighan; Mr. T Hooker; Mrs C Beeton;  

Mr. P Shaw;  Mr. S Patterson; 

P Segal (Clerk) 
 

Ward Councillor: Cllr. K Collins. 
 

Apologies: Mrs C Brennan; Cllr E Perry. 
 

Members of the public: One 

 
This meeting was chaired by Cllr. Cooper. 

  
21/22/33 Declarations of Interest 

  Cllr. Hooker expressed an interest in item 5 on the Agenda and made the following statement; 

“My declaration on my official Election Nomination said “say no to more housing development.” 
I am generally opposed to more, new house building, but I have come to this meeting with an open 

mind.” 
Cllr Hooker informed the Chair that he would be audio recording the meeting. 

 
21/22/34 Meeting Open to the Public. 

  None 

   
21/22/35 Minutes of recent meetings. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 4th May 2021 were read. 
Cllr Hooker proposed an amendment to the Minutes, and this was agreed. 

The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Shaw and Cllr. Beeton; 

To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th May 2021 
and to authorise the Chair to sign them after the amendment has been made. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.  
 

21/22/36 Planning Matters 

a) CB/21/02230/FULL - 5, Front Street, Slip End - Demolition of log cabin, and 

conversion of existing dwelling into 2, two-bedroom dwellings. 
  Cllr Minnighan had concerns about the parking situation at this address following the proposed work. 

  Cars reversing out of the parking space onto the main road, may be dangerous. 
  Cllr. Shaw said that there is still space for two cars. 

  After a short discussion, it was agreed to offer no objection to this Planning Application. 

 
The Chair said that an update notice to the Airport Planning Application arrived today, but he had not 

had time to read it. 
Cllr Shaw was asked if he would read the document and advise whether we should lodge additional 

comments to those originally submitted. (P.S)  

Cllr Minnighan advised that a revised Planning Application may shortly be submitted for The Orchard. 
The original plans have been amended and a revised application is being prepared. 

Cllr Hooker asked if the meeting we had on 11th May to discuss the Newlands Retail Park Planning 
Application should have been open to the general public. 

The Chair said that it was a meeting for Ward Councillors and Parish Councillors to discuss the 
numerous files associated with these applications, as well as their implications for Slip End. 

The meeting was just to try and make Councillors aware of the type, range and locations of the 

proposed development and its impact, so that Councillors could formulate a response and inform 
residents.  

Cllr Collins said that he felt that it was acceptable not to have the public present as we were not making 
any decisions at the meeting.  

The Chair said that the Minutes of the meeting are attached to the May Parish Council Minutes for the 

public to inspect.   
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21/22/37 Approval of the 2020/21 Accounts 

  The Clerk had previously circulated a copy of the 2020/21 Accounts to members. 
The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Minnighan and Cllr. Shaw; 

To approve the 2020/21 Parish Council Accounts. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.  
   

  2020/21 Budget Outcome 
  The Clerk informed the meeting of the six items on the Budget where we overspent. 

  Overall, we ended the year under Budget, and there were no queries by the meeting. 
 

21/22/38 Internal Audit Results 

  The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit had been completed and there were no issues. 
  Review of Financial Systems in Place 

  The Clerk had circulated a document laying out the Financial Systems that we adopt. 
The meeting was asked if Members were happy with the systems in place, and was there anything 

more we should be doing. 

Members agreed that the list is comprehensive and offered no additional suggestions. 
The Review of Financial Systems in Place is attached as Appendix A 

  Public Rights Dates 
  The Clerk announced that the Public Rights dates would be from 15th June to 27th July 2021. 

  Details will be posted on our website and notice board. 
 

21/22/39 Approval of Governance Statements 

  The Clerk read out the Governance Statements for 2020/21 
  The answer to all questions was “yes” and the Chair duly signed the document. 

 
21/22/40 Approval of the 2020/21 Accounting Statements 

  The Clerk had previously circulated the 2020/21 Accounting Statements for approval. 

  These were unanimously approved and the Chair duly signed the document. 
 

21/22/41 Angus Brewer Fund Committee 
  No new update 

 
21/22/42 Crawley Playground and Youth Shelter 

  Cllr Minnighan said that graffiti on a piece of equipment will be removed. 

 
21/22/43 Community Improvement Fund 

  The hanging baskets have been sited. 
  Three are split and will be replaced. 

 

21/22/44 Fly Tipping 
Cllr Minnighan said that there was no new information as to when covert cameras may be sited at fly 

tipping hot spots. 
The grab lorry now visits Slip End as routine. 

The dumping of waste in farmers field entrances is still an issue. 

Cllr Hooker says he plans to attend the Zoom meeting by the new Crime Commissioner. 
He queried if calling 101 regarding a fly tipping incident would lead to an investigation, or would this be 

ignored? 
Cllr Collins said that without hard evidence of CCTV and car number plates, Central Beds and the Police 

would not be interested in following these up. 
Cllr Minnighan said that that it is still important to ring 101 so that a record is established of fly tipping 

in an area, and strengthens our case for covert cameras. 

 
21/22/45 Highways and Footpaths 

  The proposed gate and signage at Woodside are still on-going, as a new supplier had to be found. 
  There is also an issue with its siting on the verge. 

  The damaged gate in Grove Road will be reported by Cllr. Minnighan through the Portal. (S.M) 

  Cllr Minnighan said that a big problem now is the lack of verge grass cutting in several places. 
Members were asked to send the Clerk a list of areas that had not been cut so he can report them to 

Highways. (P.S) 
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21/22/46 Parish Trees 
  No issues 

 
21/22/47 Community Projects Group 

Cllr Patterson said that the CPG had their AGM but as there were some financial queries that needed 

resolving, their financial results could not be agreed. 
There will be a socially distanced Tea Party on 15th September.  

 
21/22/48 Accounts for Payment 

Prior to the meeting The Clerk had circulated the schedule below (Appendix B) to Members for 
approval. The payments were unanimously approved, having been proposed by Cllr. Minnighan 

and seconded by Cllr. Shaw. 

Cheques were signed by Cllr Minnighan and Cllr Patterson. 
 

21/22/49 Report by CBC Ward Councillor 
  Cllr Collins said that there was no update to the Local Plan information. 

  Regarding the Grove Road flooding issues, he said he would chase up Ian Dalgarno for an update. 

Following the site visit at the Pepperstock Harpers junction, it highlighted a need to accommodate large 
farm vehicles turning. 

He said that regarding the Newlands Retail Park proposal, he wondered if the developers had 
considered the changing circumstances of the road, and properly assessed the land use. 

If there were to be a Park and Ride facility, what is the incentive to use it and not park in Slip End? 
He suggested that LBC provide funding for alternative routes. 

There should be levels of funding activated by trigger points in traffic usage, as levels reach  

pre-determined points. 
The issue of a resident at the bungalows in Crawley Close whose dog has been fouling the grass verge 

has been resolved. 
Cllr Collins said that the Community Asset Scheme is now open for bids for the next four weeks. 

Projects have to be match funded, and backed by a Ward Councillor. 

Fund upper limit is £25,000. 
This money could fund a Residents Parking Scheme. 

He will contact the head of services again to ask for an update on the defunct Open Reach cabinet 
in Woodside. 

The fence in Half Moon Lane needs Highways to move to get it removed as its on their land. 
 

21/22/50 Policing 

  No Issues. 
 

21/22/51 Residents Communications. 
  None 

 

21/22/52 Closing Comments 
  None 

 
  

 

  Date of next meeting – 5th July 2021 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Signed…………………………………………………..             Date…………………………………………… 
Chair 
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  Appendix A 
  

Review of Financial Systems 

June 2021 

* Accounts are updated by the Clerk when Invoices are paid or income is received. 

* The Accounts are reconciled with every Bank Statement. 

* The Accounts are backed up after every transaction or reconciliation. 

* Cheques are a two-signature requirement, and a list of all cheques issued are circulated to all 

members for approval at each Parish Council meeting, and are attached to the Minutes as an 

Appendix. 

* The updated Accounts are sent to the Finance Committee after each Parish Council meeting 

for checking against authorisation and correct Budget allocation. 

* The half year Accounts and Budget overspends are presented to the full Parish Council 

meeting by the Clerk for approval. 

* The Finance Committee check the latest Bank Statements against the half year Accounts at 

the Budget working session and sign them to show they tally. 

* Budgets and Precept requirement for the following year are proposed by the Finance 

Committee, and agreed by the full Parish Council. 

* The full year Accounts and Budget overspends are presented to the full Parish Council for 

approval. 

* The full year Accounts are checked by the Internal Auditor against the end of year Bank 

Statements. 

* All other financial procedures are checked by the Internal Auditor as per the Letter of 

Engagement. 
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Appendix B 
 

             Cheques for Payment  

              June 2021 
 

 

 

Payee    Reason   Amount Cheq Num. 

 

A Prothero  Gardening and plants May £685-55 100672 

 

Ray Foster  Internal Audit Fee   £100-00 100673 

 

Kompan Ltd  Cableway Repair   £580-80 100674 

 

P Segal  Clerks Salary – May  £900-14 100675 

 

P Segal  Clerks Expenses – May  £86-00 100676 
 


