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Minutes of the Meeting of Slip End Parish Council held on Monday 4th November 2019 

at the Village Hall, Slip End at 7.00 p.m. 
 

Present: Councillors: Mr. Paul Cooper (Chairman); Mrs. S Minnighan; Mr. T Hooker; Mrs C Beeton;  

Mr. P Shaw; Mrs C Brennan; Mr. S Patterson. 
P Segal (Clerk) 

 
Ward Councillors: Cllr. K Collins; Cllr E Perry (part meeting) 

 
Apologies: None 

 

Members of the public: Four members of the public were present. 
 

This meeting was chaired by Cllr. Cooper 
 

19/20/100 Declarations of Interest 

  Cllr. Hooker expressed an interest in item 5 on the Agenda and made the following statement; 
  “My declaration on my official Election Nomination said “say no to more housing development.” 

I am generally opposed to more, new house building, but I have come to this meeting with an open 
mind.” 

Cllr Hooker also informed the Chair that he would be audio recording the meeting. 
 

19/20/101 Meeting Open to the Public. 

  No comments 
 

19/20/102 Minutes of recent meetings. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th October 2019 were read and approved.  

The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Minnighan and seconded by Cllr. Shaw 

To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th October 2019 
and to authorise the Chair to sign them. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.  
 

19/20/103 Planning Matters 

a) CB/19/03555/FULL – Pedlars, Pepsal End Lane, Pepperstock -single storey extension 

and associated internal alterations to an existing two storey property, to provide 

accessible accommodation for a disabled child, his family and full time care regime. 
 

The chair said that this Planning Application indicates a substantial increase in the size of the property, 

compared to what it is now. There is plenty of land to accommodate the increase in size, and is a good 
distance from neighbouring properties. 

Cllr. Minnighan said she had concerns that the extension may be later used as a business. 
After a short discussion it was agreed to offer a comment only, stating that the Parish Council had 

concerns about; 

1. The size of the development 
2. Being a development in the Green Belt 

3. The facilities may be used as a business. 
 

19/20/104 New Playground Project 
Cllr Minnighan said that Jacksons Fencing have been out to re-measure the fence required after their 

previous measurements did not tie up with what we wanted. The measurements are now correct. 

The fence and gate posts will be green and panels will be multi coloured. 
It will be installed in January, after the adult gym equipment has been installed. 

She will be meeting with Kompan ahead of the adult gym equipment installation in December. 
The question about wording of signage will be discussed at a future meeting. 

 

19/20/105 Community Improvement Fund. 
Cllr. Minnighan said that Bell Classics cannot now give us the full amount agreed previously towards 

the hanging baskets, but instead have offered us £500 towards the cost. 
The school signs have arrived and are being used. 

Cllr Hooker still feels that they may be ignored by selfish parkers. 
The School wanted to pass on their thanks to the Parish Council. 
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Cllr Patterson is still awaiting a reply from Woodside Park Homes regarding siting a defibrillator there. 

The Chair said he and Charlotte from Highways still have not met up to discuss the Woodside speed 
table. 

Cllr Hooker has not yet had a reply from Matthew Tomlin regarding fly tipping cameras. 

The Clerk was asked to check with the gritting contractor regarding having sufficient grit for this winter 
and using our CBC allocation. (P.S) 

 
19/20/106 Airport Expansion 

Cllr. Hooker reported on his recent visit to a Noise Surgery held in Batford by Luton Airport's Flight 
Operations Team on Wednesday 18th September: 

Luton Airport has applied to Luton Council’s planning department for permission to temporarily ignore a 

noise planning condition designed to control its overall noise footprint. 
If approved this will result in an increase in noise, peaking in 2020, before decreasing to today’s level in 

2024. 
Further decreases are expected in between 2024 and 2028. 

They are financially incentivising Airlines to use quieter aircraft. 

If this planning application is approved, local Parish Councils (including Slip End) can expect a one off 
grant of between £10k and £15k. 

It is proposed to increase the money available for householders, to help mitigate against noise, from 
£100k to £400K a year. Grants to individual householders are £3K. However, given that many residents 

outside Slip End are subject to larger amounts of aircraft nose, it is unlikely grants will be made in Slip 
End in the near future. The Grant is made directly to an approved Contractor who does the work 

required. 

Starting now is a consultation regarding take-off and landing routes. Consultation to be completed in 
2021 with implementation in 2024. Consideration has to be given to Dunstable Gliding Club who have 

legacy rights to use the local airspace. 
Cllr Patterson said there will be a public consultation meeting held by LLA on 7th December at the 

Village Hall. 

The Chair was concerned that as the closing date for consultation is 16th December, the Parish Council 
will be unable to give informed feedback before the deadline date. 

He asked Members if they could attend an earlier consultation meeting at another location, in time for 
the December meeting, when our feedback can be discussed. 

Cllr Minnighan will circulate alternative venues and dates prior to our December meeting. (S.M) 

The Chair pointed out that the flight path consultation is not part of the airport expansion consultation. 
 

19/20/107 Residents Communications 
Cllr Beeton has had a letter passed to her from a resident who was upset to hear of Luton Hoos 

proposals to revoke the allotments lease in a year`s time. 
Cllr Minnighan has had two residents complain about selfish parking on the grass in St. Andrews Close. 

One family are parking their vehicles in an alley way there as well as on the footpath, making it difficult 

for residents to pass. 
She has contacted Highways who will not put up bollards because of fire access and are reluctant to 

yellow line the road because of cost and enforcement issues. 
 

19/20/108 Highways and Footpaths 

Cllr Beeton requested asking Highways to re-instate the white line in the centre of the road on the bend 
from 128 Front Street, passing Harpers to the motorway bridge. 

The Chair said we would need photographs before making a request. 
 

19/20/109 Report by Ward Councillors 
Cllr Perry said that the only information he could obtain about the plans for Luton Hoo to build on the 

allotment site, is that there may be a Planning Application lodged in the future. 

The allotments are only one-third occupied at the moment and if an application is lodged in the future, 
we could object on the grounds of “loss of amenity” 

The Chair asked Cllr Collins to check if the allotments are in the Green Belt. (K.C) 
The Clerk was asked to contact Steve Wickens to ask plot holders to contact Luton Hoo Estates to 

express their views on the loss of their allotments. The Clerk should also be copied in. (P.S) 

Details of how to contact Luton Hoo Estates will also be put onto our website and Facebook page. 
  Local Plan 

The Chair said that the inspector had been critical of the CBC plan as he felt that they had not carried 
out proper analysis of the land north of Luton. 
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It had not been proved that the land North of Luton was better for development than the West of 

Luton. 
Cllr Collins said that the M1-A6 link road plans will not be called in, and so makes the land North of 

Luton more viable. 

It had already been proved that the land West of Luton suffers from lack of infrastructure. 
  S106 monies. 

The Chair said that the Parish Council had put in a validated request for S106 monies two years ago, 
and we have had two qualifying developments where no monies have been forthcoming.  

Cllr Collins said that the request had to be relevant to the development. 
The Chair felt that the project request from the Playing Fields fell into that category. 

Cllr Collins said that £10,000 was allocated from the Farmers View development for a crossing in Grove 

Road. 
The Chair was surprised at this, as we have never been informed of this or had even requested a 

crossing there. 
It was felt that a crossing here would not be needed, and in the light of that, would Cllr Collins request 

from Highways that this money be re-directed to contributing towards the proposed table in Woodside? 

Cllr Collins said he will find out if this could be arranged. (K.C) 
Cllr Perry said that there will be a drop-in session at the Thorn Turn Depot on 27th November where we 

can meet the Highways team. An appointment to attend will be needed. 
Cllr Hooker asked if there had been any enforcement update on the complaint at the last meeting that 

there was an occupation on a field in Woodside. 
Cllr Perry said that when he visited, the site was locked up and showed no sign of occupation. The 

Planning Application for hard standing there is down for refusal. 

Also ward Councillors were reminded that the surgery posters on noticeboards had still not been 
updated. (K.C, E.P) 

Paul Humphrey from Airparks said he will put an article in the Parish News regarding a proposed  
I.D scheme for residents to access Airparks busses. 

The Chair asked if the DART transport link to the airport will be free, but this was as yet unknown.  

 
19/20/110 Community projects Group Update 

  Cllr. Patterson said that he has a list of 211 homes that will receive Christmas Biscuits this year. 
The Chair said that now the CPG does not have any public meetings, the function of the CPG has 

changed significantly from when it was set up. 

It is now run by a committee and needs to be more accountable and transparent of its spend and 
retained funds. 

The Chair proposed that the CPG should submit a Budget to the Parish Council once a year, outlining 
what projects and organisations they recommend supporting the that year. 

The CPG should apply for funding based on this, and the Parish Council would then consider the 
request, before granting the money. 

In this way, transparency would be achieved in the allocation of public funds. 

There is no suggestion that funding would be less than now. 
After a short discussion the following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Minnighan and seconded by 

Cllr. Brennan. 
To agree that the Community Projects Group should submit a costed Budget to the Parish 

Council for consideration before funds are allocated from 2020/21 Financial Year onwards. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.  
 

19/20/111 Half Year Accounts and Budget Position 
  The Clerk had previously circulated the half year Accounts to members. 

  Overall, we were within Budget, and there were only two items that we were over Budget; 
1. Extra Plants for planting – where more plants than expected were needed. 

2. Playground lease – where no invoice from the Village Hall was received last year and we paid two 

years lease this year. 
 

The meeting approved the Half Year Accounts and were happy with the Budget position. 
 

The planters at Rossway will need replacing next year, as they have deteriorated. 

Mr Prothero will give costings ahead of our proposed Budget. (A.P) 
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19/20/112 Accounts for Payment 
Prior to the meeting The Clerk had circulated the schedule below (Appendix A) to Members for 

approval. The payments were unanimously approved; having been proposed by Cllr. Brennon 

and seconded by Cllr. Minnighan. 
Cheques were signed by Cllr Minnighan and Cllr Patterson. 

 
19/20/113 Policing 

The Chair said there had been some thefts from parked vans and also some vandalism since the last 
police report 

 

19/20/114 Closing Comments 
Cllr Minnighan said she will be attending the Remembrance service in the Church this Sunday on  

behalf of the Parish Council. 
Cllr Hooker said that he has yet to get a reply from CASE Trust regarding the bus stopping in Woodside. 

Cllr Patterson said he will chase this up. (S.P) 

 
 

 
 

The meeting was then closed at 8.50 pm. 
 

  Date of next meeting – 2nd December 2019. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Signed…………………………………………………..             Date…………………………………………… 
Chair 

 

 
 

  The meeting was then opened up to the public 
  No comments 

 

        

Appendix A 
 

  

 Cheques for Payment 

            November 2019 

 

 

Payee    Reason   Amount Cheq Num. 

 

Kompan Ltd   50% Payment for  £10,275-64 100635 

      Adult Gym Equipment 

 

Positive Cashflow Ltd School Signs  £687-00 100105 

 

CBC    Election 2019  £1,826-45 100106 

 

Richard Gurney  Grass Cutting  £1,062-00 100107 
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SLCC    Membership 19/20  £156-00 100108 

 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal  £50-00 100109 

 

P Segal   Clerks Salary Oct  £808-58 100110 

 

P Segal   Clerks Expenses Oct £69-81 100111 

 

A Prothero   Gardening Oct 2019 £546-65 100112 
 


