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Minutes of the Meeting of Slip End Parish Council held on Monday 7th October 2019 
at the Village Hall, Slip End at 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors: Mr. Paul Cooper (Chairman); Mrs. S Minnighan; Mr. T Hooker; Mrs C Beeton;  

Mr. P Shaw; Mrs C Brennan; Mr. S Patterson. 

P Segal (Clerk) 
 

Ward Councillors: Cllr E Perry (part meeting) 
 

Apologies: Cllr. K Collins. 
 

Members of the public: Seven members of the public were present. 

 
This meeting was chaired by Cllr. Cooper 

 
19/20/84 Declarations of Interest 

  Cllr. Hooker expressed an interest in item 5 on the Agenda and made the following statement; 

  “My declaration on my official Election Nomination said “say no to more housing development.” 
I am generally opposed to more, new house building, but I have come to this meeting with an open 

mind.” 
Cllr Hooker also informed the Chair that he would be audio recording the meeting. 

 
19/20/85 Meeting Open to the Public 

One resident wanted to speak on item 5(b) as she thought the detached building was not for the 

disabled but a living space. 
Cllr Minnighan said she has visited the site and will raise this when the item comes up for discussion. 

Another resident complained about a caravan on a field that is being lived in despite no planning 
permission having been sought. Cllr Hooker agreed that this is a potential breach of planning laws. 

This will be brought up when Cllr. Perry attends. 

 
19/20/86 Minutes of recent meetings. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2019 were read and approved.  
The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Beeton and seconded by Cllr. Shaw 

To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd September 2019 

and to authorise the Chair to sign them. 
The resolution was passed unanimously.  

 
 

19/20/87 Planning Matters 
A) CB/19/02546/FULL – 51 Markyate Road, Slip End – demolition and rebuilding of a 

single storey side extension. 

It was felt that this was just an application to improve the build quality of what is already there, and it 
was agreed that there should be no objection to this application. 

 
b) CB/19/02869/FULL – 10 Crawley Close, Slip End – retention of outbuildings for disabled 

use (retrospective) 

Councillors were reminded by the Chair that this was a re-submission. 
Cllr Minnighan said the outbuilding had been constructed to a high standard. 

This is a CBC owned property and the tenant is applying for the planning permission. 
After a short discussion, it was agreed to object to this planning application on the grounds of; 

- Being out of proportion to the main property 
- Being obtrusive to surrounding properties 

 

19/20/88 New Playground Project 
  The Chair said that the new playground looked amazing and was a great asset to the community. 

He wanted to thank Cllr. Minnighan and local resident Andy Prothero for their hard work getting this 
project completed. The Chair wanted to remind the meeting that we have received the promised 

£80,000 from Black Shu and all the VAT paid on the project. A few issues remained; 

1. Replacing the fencing 
Cllr. Minnighan said that we had received three quotes for the fencing, which would be powder 

coated and in bright colours. 
Cllr. Patterson had used one of the contractors and the Playing fields had used another. 
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After a short discussion, it was agreed to accept the quote from Jacksons Fencing. 

The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Brennon and seconded by Cllr. Patterson 
To agree a spend of up to £16,000 on playground fencing with Jacksons Fencing. 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 

 
2. Installation of an Adult Gym 

We have had a quote to install five pieces of adult gym equipment in the playground. 
Cllr. Minnighan said that installing this type of equipment was flagged up in the Parish Plan. 

After a short discussion, it was agreed to go ahead and install this equipment. 
It was noted that there will be a need to sow more grass seed to cover bald patches. 

Cllr Beeton said that there was a danger to small children getting in the way of children using the 

zip wire. 
Cllr Minnighan said that when the new fencing is installed, the entrance gate will be moved. 

All were in agreement to install the new adult gym equipment, except Cllr. Hooker who wished to 
abstain in the vote. 

The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Beeton and seconded by Cllr. Shaw 

To agree to spend up to £22,000 with Kompan Ltd to install adult gym equipment  
in the playground. 

The resolution was passed  
   

3. Updating the Byelaws 
After a short discussion, it was agreed that we just needed to install new signage with a list of  

dos and don’ts. 

The Clerk will ask other councils, what signs they have in place. (P.S) 
Cllr Patterson said that there had been a problem with cars parking in Markyate Road. 

One resident asked if the Parish Council were paying rent for the Playground. 
The chair confirmed that we were, at a cost of £100 a year. 

 

19/20/89   Community Improvement Fund 
  Speed Table 

The Chair said that we have been given the plans for the new speed table in Woodside, but have not 
had a site meeting yet. 

We would need a shorter table than usual because of its intended location. 

New Defibrillator 
Cllr. Beeton had requested an extra defibrillator for Pepperstock. We have tried to get a fully funded 

one, but that scheme has now ended and a new one would cost around £2,000 plus installation. 
Cllr Beeton said that the site owners would be happy to pay for installation. 

Cllr Minnighan said she felt that the park homes in Woodside should have one too, if the site owners 
would agree to its siting and electrical supply being used.  

Cllr. Patterson was asked if he could get agreement from the site owners to do this. (S.P) 

  School Signs 
Cllr Minnighan circulated examples of signs outside a school in Luton, that encouraged parents not to 

park near the school. She felt that this could help alleviate the parking problem at the school in 
Rossway. 

These would be put out by the school before morning drop off and brought in again after pick up. 

Cllr Hooker said he was against the idea in principle as he felt that it would encourage graffiti and 
vandalism. 

Cllr Minnighan said that the school in Luton had not had this happen to their signs. 
The cost will be £150 each plus VAT and we would need four signs.  

The head teacher had already been contacted for her views, and she was fully in favour of going ahead. 
The Chair said he had no views either for or against and Cllr. Hooker wanted to abstain from voting. 

All other members agreed that we should go ahead with the purchase. 

The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Beeton and seconded by Cllr. Shaw 
To agree the spend of up to £1000 on signs for the village school. 

The resolution was passed 
 

19/20/90 Residents Communications 

The Chair said he had been given a letter from the Allotment Association that had been sent by Luton 
Hoo Estates, saying that they were giving the Association one years notice of their wish to take back 

the Allotment land. 
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Cllr Minnighan has been in communication with Luton Hoo estates who said that they may be putting in 
a Planning Application for the land. Also, they would try to accommodate the Allotments on another 

piece of land, but it was unclear where this may be. 
Cllr Minnighan said we may be able to register the Allotments as “an asset of community value” which 

may help retain them. 

The Chair asked Cllr Perry to ask CBC what can be done to help. (E.P) 
Cllr Minnighan was asked to get written confirmation of Luton Hoo Estates intentions (S.M) 

  Cllr Perry was also asked about residents concerns about a mobile home on a local field being occupied. 
He said CBC were keeping an eye on what was going on there. 

The Chair asked if he would make enquiries with CBC Planning as to a breach of Planning laws. (E.P) 
 

19/20/91 Report by Ward Councillor. 

  Cllr Perry said he was on the gypsy and traveller committee now. 
  We were asked to remind CBC about our request for S106 monies for the Playing Fields. 

  He said that the new Library is now open in Dunstable and encouraged residents to visit it. 
  Residents can trace their family tree free of charge using their ancestry tracing software. 

CBC are now looking into the type of scams on the internet and by bogus visitors, and were advising 

residents how to spot them. 
There will be a Town and Parish Conference on November 13th concentrating on Planning. 

He said he has been given a Budget of £2,000 to spend on local initiatives in his Ward, and on  
1st December, he will have £25,000 to spend on local projects. This will be in the way of a “Community 

Asset Grant” 
CBC have been given £57m over the years by way of New House Bonus payments and still have £12m 

that has not been paid out. 

The Clerk was requested to claim from Cllr Perry`s Budget, the cost of the new school signs and 
defibrillators. (P.S)  

  Cllr Perry said there was no new details on the Local Plan. 
 

19/20/92 Christmas Biscuits 

  Cllr Patterson said that he has a list of 208 residents that qualify for biscuits this year. 
The Chair said we may need to change the criteria in future to include only residents who are over state 

retirement age, as people are now living longer. 
It was agreed that this should take effect in 2020. 

Cllr. Patterson was asked if his list was GDPR compliant and did he have permission to hold resident`s 

details? 
The Clerk said that all electronic databases should be password protected. 

The Chair said that we were required to hold residents names and addresses by way of an Electoral 
Register 

 
19/20/93 Fly Tipping 

Cllr Hooker proposed budgeting £300 for a surveillance camera and money for signage to deter fly 

tippers in key areas. 
It was agreed that we should put signs up and a surveillance camera and this should be funded by us. 

Cllr Hooker was asked to look further into what camera we should purchase and any legal requirements 
needed. (T.H) 

It was agreed that fly tipping prevention would be Budgeted for in the 2020/21 Budget.   

 
19/20/94 Highways and Footpaths 

Paul Humphry from airparks said that they were happy to come up with a scheme to stop casual holiday 
makers using their airport transport facility. 

The idea of a mailshot with stickers sent out to residents was discussed, and this could be distributed 
free with the Parish News. 

It was agreed that the best bus stops to gain access to the Airparks bus are in Grove Road near the 

Village Hall. 
Mr. Humphrey said he would like the Parish Council to advise on what system of tokens and distribution 

would be best. 
Cllr Shaw said that he and Cllr Brennan recently attended a presentation by the Luton Airport Expansion 

Team and the Clerk was asked to put this on the next Agenda (P.S) 

Cllr Hooker said he attended an Airport noise abatement workshop in Harpenden recently and he was 
told that if the expansion is agreed, Slip End would be granted £10,000. No mere details are known at 

this stage. 
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Despite the recent repair to the gully in Grove Road, it has been flooding again.  
The Clerk was asked to report it. (P.S)  

 
19/20/95 Community Projects Group Update 

Cllr Patterson said that there will be a tea party on 11th December, and following last years success, 

Christmas Dinner will be served again in the Village Hall. 
 

19/20/96 Parish Trees 
  No Issues 

 
19/20/97 Movement of Funds 

The clerk said that following the receipt of the Black Shu funds and VAT reclaim, we have too much 

money in our Co-Op Current Account and requested that £40,000 be moved into our Barclays Account 
to help spread the risk. 

The following resolution was then proposed by Cllr. Beeton and seconded by Cllr. Minnighan 
To move £40,000 from our Co-Op Account into our Barclays Account. 

The resolution was passed unanimously.  

 
19/20/98 Accounts for Payment 

Prior to the meeting The Clerk had circulated the schedule below (Appendix A) to Members for 
approval. The payments were unanimously approved; having been proposed by Cllr. Beeton 

and seconded by Cllr. Minnighan. 
Cheques were signed by Cllr Minnighan and Cllr Patterson. 

 

19/20/99 Policing 
  No Issues 

 
 

The meeting was then closed at 9.05 pm. 

 
  Date of next meeting – 4th November 2019. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Signed…………………………………………………..             Date…………………………………………… 
Chair 

 

 
 

  The meeting was then opened up to the public 
Cllr Hooker said that after his enquiries, it doesn’t look like the 230 service to Stockwood Academy  

stops at Slip End. 
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Appendix A 
 

Cheques for Payment 

        October 2019 

 

 

Payee    Reason   Amount Cheq Num. 

 

HMRC  PAYE and NI Q2   £795-74 100627 

 

Comm Heartbeat New Defib Pads   £190-80 100628 

Trust 

 

Slip End Parish Movement of Funds  £40,000 100629 

Council  to Barclays 

 

Andy Prothero Hanging Basket Watering £640-00 100630 

 

Andy Prothero Gardening Sept 2019  £546-65 100631 

 

Chiltern Society Membership 2019/20  £30-00 100632 

 

P Segal  Clerks Salary Sept 2019  £808-78 100633 

 

P Segal  Clerks Expenses Sept 2019 £148-89 100634 
  


